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BOYS BASKETBALL
BY ADDISON MORRIS

The boys' basketball team has been having a
pretty good season this year with one of their
latest wins being against New Lexington, 44-36!
Cade Porter, one of our very own point guards, has
been playing basketball since kindergarten. When
asked about the current season, he said, “It's been
a great learning season. Competing against older
players is different in many ways, but it makes you
a much better player.” I think everyone can agree
when it comes to how well people have been
playing this year! We also asked him about how
the next season might go. “Losing 6 seniors will be
tough but the guys up next are prepared and
ready to do their job. Winning MVL is always the
goal and it is very doable next year.” We can only
hope the seasons to come are even better than
the last! 
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JAZZ BAND
BY SELAH MURPHY 

The Jazz band had a busy valentines season, playing
two back-to-back shows the fourteenth and
fifteenth. Both were successful, as they played for
the Thursday Music Club and the senior center’s
valentines banquet. At the moment the next chance
to watch them is at the Jazz and Ribs show on May
20, where you can enjoy dinner, music, and dancing.
The concert band is currently prepping for the
OMEA contest on March 4. This contest will
determine whether they can progress to the state
level of competitions. To showcase the three pieces
they chose, and to prepare for the performance
there will be a winter concert on February 27, where
the choir will also perform the pieces they are taking
to contest. Be sure to show support for our tornado
music groups.
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GIRLS BASKETBALL 
B Y  A D D I S O N  M O R R I S  

The same as the boys, the girls team has had a good
season this year! Against Edison, West won 76-20!
One of our very own seniors, Caitlyn Drake, has been
playing for 13 years. When talking about this year's
season she said, “We’ve had a pretty good season,
finishing second in the small school division and we
hope to continue far into tournaments!” We’ll have
to see how the girls do this year in the tournaments!
We also asked her about the upcoming seasons and
she said, “I think we have built a strong foundation
and the program has persistently improved over the
past few years and I think the team will continue to
strive in the future.” I think the team will continue to
do great things in the future, even though we’re
losing some great senior players.

P A G E  2

Congrats to all individually placed Top 40 in Ohio Indoor D2/3
Track! Mykell Bowen Is ranked 23rd in Triple Jump, Ty
Shawger is ranked 13th in High Jump and 5th in Triple Jump,
Molly Spiker is ranked 24th in Long Jump and 4th in Triple
Jump, Maria Hill is ranked 12th in Triple Jump, Carlee
Hankinson is ranked 19th in Triple Jump, and Rashid Sesay is
ranked 16th in 60M! Great job to the indoor track team! Jaxson
Prang can tell you a little bit about it! He has been doing
indoor track for three years, and only being a 9th grader he
has improved his speed tremendously in one season! He said
that track helps with getting “stronger and faster.” He enjoys
running the 60, 400, and 200 races and has ran up to 23 mph
at his max speed! His favorite memory from track is running
his best times at Muskingum and he and many other indoor
track runners recommend indoor track to any athlete if they
want to improve!

INDOOR TRACK
B Y  L U C Y  T H O R N E
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DID YOU KNOW?

THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC

WAS NOT THE FIRST TIME

WEST MUSKINGUM HAS

SHUT DOWN, IN 1977 THE

SCHOOL SHUT DOWN

FOR 27 DAYS DUE TO

INSUFFICIENT FUNDS.
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After hosting the Pie in the Face
fundraiser, raising nearly $300 for
Ohio Valley Voices, Sign Language
Club has begun planning for next
year. The new club officers are
dedicating themselves to
membership development. Anyone
can join Sign Language Club and if
you would like to join, meetings take
place Tuesdays after school in Senora
Moore’s room. Why learn Sign
Language? Sign Language can be
very helpful in business, education,
and nursing careers. Furthermore,
Sign Language gives an insight into
deaf culture. In recent months, Sign
Language has learned Valentines Day
signs, animals, and conversational
signs while enjoying snacks. Want to
learn a different language while
enjoying snacks and games? If so,
you should definitely check out West
Muskingum’s American Sign
Language Club!

ASL CLUB
B Y  C A M R Y N  W E L C H

Noah McFee has been wrestling for
10 years. Noah says this year's
season has been going really well
while complementing some of his
team mates! “We have Konnor
Samson who is ranked 10th in the
state, Steven Crumbaker who has
been doing great with minimal
losses, 

WRESTLING
B Y  A D D I S O N  M O R R I S

Abi Elswick is the president of our FFA club at West Muskingum and has been in FFA for 3 years. Abi
describes FFA as, “an organization that allows me to be myself. It allows me to learn about many different
topics that are not available in other classes, such as caring for plants in a greenhouse, basic mechanics,
welding, and animal science.” She also says that the club does things such as state and national
conventions, animal shelter food drive, and a degree ceremony. Abi is clearly very passionate about her
club and says others should join. When asked if others should join the club she said, “Absolutely! FFA is an
amazing organization, there are so many opportunities for success and awards within it. FFA teaches
leadership, teamwork, and dedication, it’s a great opportunity for any student looking for an extracurricular
that gives back to them.“ Hopefully more people join throughout the upcoming years!

FFA
B Y  A D D I S O N  M O R R I S  

Andrew Stark who has been doing
great and also has minimal losses,
Nathan Eltringham who has really
turned things around this year and
found a new way to push himself,
and then there’s me, Noah McFee
who has done good and the entire
team has high hopes for the end of
the year hoping to take it all the
way to state.” I’m sure everyone
agrees when I say I hope that our
very own wrestling team can make
it to state! Good luck this season!
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SENIOR GAMES
B Y  K A Y L E Y  C O L L I N S

Every year becomes bittersweet
when the time comes for the
seniors to compete on their
senior nights. Unfortunately this
season our girls basketball team
fell short to Philo on their senior
night but Gracie and Zoie Settles
and Caitlyn Drake did not
disappoint this year. On the
upper hand our boys basketball
team and cheerleaders had the
best senior night they could’ve
asked for. The tornadoes took
home the MVL Title for the first
time since 1991, talk about
making history! Wrestling
seniors, Steven Crumbaker and
Konnor Samson, have also made
it far in their wrestling careers for
their last season. In fact, Samson
obtained his 100th Career win on
senior day! Congrats fellas!

all of their seniors play in all of
their different bands, talk
about commitment! Finally,
indoor track, a newer sport,
will be losing some athleticism
but fortunately for those
athletes they still have the
opportunity to compete in
outdoor track, which should be
starting up soon! 

With lots of seniors leaving each
sport this year, our swim team is
losing some good ones.
Swimmers had a relay team
recently make it to districts which
consisted of three seniors
including Becca Strunk, Anna
House, and Carlee Hankinson.
Band is also losing some great
seniors as we heard at the
community pep rally,

P A G E  4

SWIM
B Y  L U C Y  T H O R N E

The 2022-2023 swim season wraps up as
each of the swimmers beat their
personal records multiple times
throughout the season and met their
goals! West M tornadoes did a
wonderful job of competing during
swim meets and throughout each
practice of every swimmer's hard work
and dedication, Our 4x400 freestyle
relay of Anna House Sr. , Carlee
Hankinson Sr. , Becca Strunk Sr. , and
Lucy Thorne Fr. qualified for districts
held at OSU and beat their personal
best by 8 seconds flat. Everyone in the
relay got a personal best in their
individual times which showed how
their hard work paid off. We’re hoping
that next year some new swimmers will
join so they can experience this
amazing opportunity that they were
able to! Great job to all of the swimmers
and their hard work! 
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NOT MANY SNOW DAYS THIS

YEAR? WELL IN 1978 THE

SCHOOL HAD TO CLOSE FOR A

WEEK DUE TO AN EXTREME

SNOW STORM.  

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT
B Y  S E L A H  M U R P H Y  

Bret Dover is a standout student.
Ms.Wolfe confidently chose this
young man to be February’s
freshman/sophomore student
spotlight. Dover is a gentleman
of true potential and is sure to
live life to the fullest! He is a
student of Ms.Daniel’s and sure
is a joy to have in the classroom!  

Jorja Kelso is a West M senior this year. She has taken on many
roles this year as captain of the varsity cheer team, secretary of
the Key club and National Honor Society, and participant in
FBLA, student council, and the Big Brothers Big Sisters Lunch
Buddies Program. Outside of school, she enjoys nature
photography and hanging out with her cat, Honey. Despite her
senior year being “bittersweet” for her, she is excited to go to
Marshall University to double major in Marketing and
International Business with a minor in photography. She
intends to spend the next few months spending as much time
as possible with her friends and family. She wants to tell
underclassmen to be themselves, that getting out of their
comfort zone is good sometimes, but to remain true to their
interests regardless of what is considered “cool” at the time.
She wants to thank the faculty for all the time and effort they
put into her growth as a person as well as a student.

FRESHMAN/SOPHMORE JUNIOR/SENIOR

 P A G E  5

by lilli lepi 

BY VINCE LIN  AND GRACE RANA

by grace rana



 P A G E  6

by camryn welch by selah murphy
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LIFTING MEET
B Y  V I N C E  L I N  

Parker Young is a 12th grader who has been
lifting since he was 14. His weight class is
220, and he has competed in 3 meets over
the span of 2 years. He started because of
football and says he continued because of
the supportive community that has been
built. “Everyone pushes each other to break
PRs,” he says. His current PRs are 285 bench,
405 squat, and 405 deadlift. At the lifting
meet this year, the boys' team placed 1st, and
the girls' team placed 2nd. For beginners
who are thinking of starting lifting, Parker
gave some advice, he told us, “don’t give up
and overload yourself. Understand that your
body needs rest and proper nutrition to keep
going. No matter how much you lift, make
sure you are doing it with proper form and
not at risk of injuring yourself.” He ended the
interview with some final words. “I’d like to
thank Mr. Whetstone for getting me into
lifting and my brother for setting me high
standards. Without them, I wouldn’t be
where I am today.” Parker hopes to hit
300lbs on bench by the end of the school
year.
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HELPHELP
WANTED!WANTED!

Choose any position you want:
Designer

Photographer
Writer

Interviewer
Comic Artist
And more!

 

Join the newspaper team
and help create stories!

Meetings are on
Wednesdays after school in

Mrs. Shawger’s room 221
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by camryn welch

courtesy of Mr.Whetstone 
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VALENTINE'S WORD SEARCH

found by maya campell
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